
 REPORT TO CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 232nd SESSION OF THE BALTIMORE-WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 

 (June 2- June 4, 2016) 

 

It was a very special privilege and honor for Nicole Warwick and me (Doug Frye) to represent 

the church at this year’s Baltimore-Washington annual conference meeting.  Niccole was 

substituting for Randy Hinson who was unable to attend due to work.  We’d like to thank all of 

you for the opportunity to represent you there.  It was a very inspiring and enjoyable experience 

for us both.   

 

Niccole and I have prepared this report that summarizes the important events of the conference.  

Please let us now if you have any questions.  

 

The 232
nd

 session of the Baltimore - Washington Conference was held on June 2-4, 2016 at the 

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, D.C.  More than 1,700 lay persons and clergy 

members were at the meeting representing 631 churches and 168,242 professing members in the 

conference.  The meeting agenda was certainly very full as you’ll see.  

 

The theme of the conference was “You Have the Power.”  One of the featured speakers was 

Bishop Young Jin Cho of the Virginia Conference who explored this theme on the opening day 

and at a bible study session the next morning.  He noted the problems the church currently faces 

including declining attendance, an aging church membership (average age is 57), and reduced 

financial revenues (only 3% of us tithe).  He said at bottom this is a faith problem.  We can’t 

resolve these and other problems with knowledge alone.  We need a close relationship with a 

living God.  This is established through prayer which Bishop Cho explained is the essence and 

foundation of our faith and gives us the power to do the work of Jesus on Earth.  This 

relationship needs to be deep and personal and the Bishop challenged all of us to spend at least 

one hour a day in prayer and bible study.    

 

In his opening sermon to the conference our Bishop, Marcus Matthews, also urged all to 

remember the power that is in prayer.  He said that scripture reminds us to ask and it will be 

given, seek and you will find.  He also repeated his previous calls to bring people to Christ and, 

if they don’t come, we should go and find them.  In doing this, we need to establish loving and 

concerned relationships with our communities.     

 

An important event of the conference was the pending retirement in July of Bishop Marcus 

Mathews after 42 years of an exceptional ministry.  He became Bishop of the Baltimore-

Washington Conference in 2012 after appointments as a pastor, district superintendant, and 

serving as Bishop in three northeastern conferences.  A celebration of his retirement was held on 

the second evening of the conference with many touching tributes coming from family, 

colleagues and friends.  Special music was performed by Joyful Noise, a youth musical group 

and choir.   

 

Bishop Mathews serves as the Chairman of the Board of Africa University in Zimbabwe which 

helps young Africans to obtain an affordable higher education.  He and his wife had requested 

that any gifts for his retirement be in the form of monetary donations for the building of a new 



health and fitness center at Africa University.  At the end of the retirement celebration it was 

announced that $300,000 in donations had been collected.  Bishop Matthews and his wife were 

very appreciative of the retirement program and contribution.   

 

A new Bishop for the Baltimore-Washington Conference will be selected at the Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference meeting on July 15 in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.   

 

The speakers in the opening session of the conference included the Mayor of Washington, D.C. - 

Muriel Bowser.  She congratulated Bishop Matthews for his long and effective ministry and 

heartily welcomed the conference to her city.  She noted the problems facing Washington, D.C. 

including growing inequality, homelessness, and hunger.  The Mayor thanked the faith 

community for the help they have provided to her city and she noted that solutions are often done 

through the Washington Interfaith Network which includes the United Methodist Church.  

 

A number of presentations concerned domestic and foreign mission activities.  These included 

very successful outreach work in Zimbabwe, Korea and Puerto Rico.  The Conference Council 

on Youth Ministry shared a program on their important new mission of SEARR which stands for 

supporting, educating, advocating, resourcing and representing our church youth. New domestic 

and foreign missionaries were also introduced to the conference.    

 

The Chairman of the West Virginia Council of Churches, Mr. Jeff Allen, spoke to the conference 

about the work of his organization.  He noted the difficult problems facing West Virginia 

including drug abuse and the personal and family disruptions associated with the decline of the 

coal mining industry.  He said the West Virginia Council of churches has assisted in developing 

plans to address these problems and it speaks out for the vulnerable in the state.    

 

The conference passed a budget of $14.2 million for 2017 which is approximately a 1% 

reduction from the 2016 budget.  Approximately 67% of the budget will be for conference work 

and 33% will be for world service.  The benevolence or apportionment rate that will be charged 

to churches in the conference in 2017 will be 17.75% and is unchanged from this year.  This rate 

will apply to a base of 2016 church expenses with some exclusions.  The conference also revised 

the minimal salary level of pastors in the conference to $42,303, an increase of 2%.   

 

The conference approved church officers and committee members for the coming year.  A 

special recognition and thank you was given to the Rev. Mary Jo Spears who is retiring after 

several years as the conference secretary.  She spoke very movingly of her thanks to her 

predecessor and our former pastor, Al Clipp, for his exceptional work as secretary and for all of 

the help he provided to her.  She said that this year’s conference journal will be dedicated to the 

memory of Rev. Clipp.    

 

One of the highlights at each conference meeting is the memorial service for those clergy and lay 

persons who passed away the previous year.  This year there were 29 pastors and 27 pastor 

spouses and lay persons to honor.  During the ceremony, the conference secretary read the name 

of each person, a bell was rung and a candle was then lit.  One of those so honored was Rev. 

Clipp.  Bishop James King Jr. of the South Georgia Conference preached the sermon for the 

memorial service.  He noted that these persons were born to shine and he believes that they are 



shining and living on through the light in our faith community.        

 

Bishop King also gave the sermon during the Ordination Ceremony which ordained and 

commissioned 32 new clergy candidates.  Building on the conference theme, Bishop King’s 

stirring sermon urged these candidates to earnestly use the power of their faith that they already 

have in their new ministries.     

 

The conference announced a number of pastoral appointments for the coming year including 

Pastor Lynn Wilson to our church.  Rev. Wilson was at this conference session and Nicole and I 

met with her afterward.  She is looking forward very much to beginning her ministry at Calvary.      

The Baltimore Washington Conference received recognition from the General Conference of the 

United Methodist Church for paying 100% of its apportionments in the past year. 

 

A handout report was provided to the conference that summarized the results of the General 

Conference meeting which was held May 10-20 in Portland Oregon.  These results included: 

 

- Creation of a Study Commission to examine the language on homosexuality in the Book 

of Discipline of the United Methodist Church.  The current language indicates 

homosexuality to be incompatible with Christian teaching.  A special General Conference 

meeting may be called in two to three years to address this matter.  In the meantime, a 

moratorium has been declared on church trials and punitive actions on issues dealing with 

homosexuality. 

- The General Conference established a goal for United Methodists to make 1 million new 

disciples for Jesus Christ in the next four years.  

- The General Conference voted against a proposal to divest United Methodist Church 

investments in businesses that assist in constructing Israeli settlements on the West Bank 

of Palestine.   

 

Finally, the conference members considered a number of petitions and approved the following: 

 

-  Amend membership of the Nominations Committee for a better balance of clergy        

and lay members. 

- Local churches will not be able to loan or offer financial arrangement to a pastor,        

church staff or volunteer that can be defined as an excess benefit by the IRS. 

- The District Superintendant will regularly review a church’s annual finances.    

 

Also, a petition to allow Circles of Grace for discussion of social issues without suspending 

conference rules was rejected.  This would have allowed the discussion and resolution of issues 

in small groups without meeting and approval of the conference as a whole.    

 

This completes our report.  Once again, Niccole and I thank you all very much for letting us 

represent you and be a part of this wonderful experience.  


