
 

 

Non-Profit  

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Martinsburg, WV 25404 

Permit No. 110 

Greetings to all, 

So what is on your mind at this time of the year? For many of us our minds are 

filled with lists. We make a list of names we are buying gifts for and another list 

for those we are sending Christmas cards.  Another list for what food we need 

to purchase for our in-home gatherings and what we need to take to potluck 

parties. Another list of what cleaning needs to be done before the holidays and 

what we need to decorate. That’s not all friends, we then turn and look at our 

calendars that are filled with dates and times of events that we are expected to 

attend. After making the list and scanning the calendar we try to juggle our time so that we can 

shop for the items on the lists, cook, clean, decorate, and attend the work, school, family, friend 

and church events we are expected to attend. My concern is the possibility that we are not allow-

ing enough time in our very busy and hectic schedule for God. Are we putting all of our energy and 

time into our earthly pleasures instead of our spiritual growth and needs?  
 

As we drive from place to place we may listen to Christian Christmas music, go to Sunday morning 

Advent services and maybe even stay for a Sunday School class if we can fit it into our schedules. 

All of these things are wonderful but when we are in worship our minds are on what we have to do 

after worship or is it on the prayers, hymns and sermon? Are we hoping that the minister isn’t too 

long-winded because we have things to do, places to go and people to see after worship?  
 

It is so easy for us to lose Jesus in the hustle and bustle of the season. We tend to forget that the 

birth of this baby fulfilled God’s promise in Isaiah 9:6, For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulders. And His 

name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace. There are times that we forget during the celebration of the birth, the 

reason for the birth was a means to provide us with salvation. Through the birth, 

death and resurrection of Jesus we are offered life everlasting, a gift that we do 

not deserve, a gift that is freely given out of love, a gift that provides us with hope 

and a promise of a better life to come with Jesus. 
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I am no different from any of you who may be reading this pastors page. I get tied up in the church 

and personal business of the season and sometimes put the “reason for the season” on the back 

burner. As we move farther into the holiday season I invite you, and remind myself, to make it a 

priority to remember the gift of salvation we received because “a child was born.”  

Merry CHRISTmas my brothers and sisters,  
Pastor Lynn 

 

Rev. Lynn Wilson Contact Information 
Office: 304-267-4542—Cell: 304-279-6800 

Email: pastorlynnumc@comcast.net—Website: calvaryum.org 
 

 

 
 

 

The 150th Celebration Renovation Campaign Surprise 

On Friday, November 10th Church Interiors of High Point, NC started the new carpet installation. 

They removed all of the old carpet in the entrance foyer, both stairways, narthex, stairs to the bal-

cony and sanctuary.  During the removal of the sanctuary carpet, there was a historical find of 2 

identical letters which had been placed there on October 15th 1958, referencing the church mem-

bers who were instrumental in the Redecoration and Long Range Planning Committee.  They were 

Bard A. Strobridge, Chairman, Miss Hattie Snyder, R. Hugh Dean, Mrs. Leona O'Rourke, Hoover 

Lloyd, Carlton B. Stuckey, Miss Bonnie O'Rourke and the Rev. William W. Beal. 

They stated, when the old rug was removed in order to lay the new carpet, they discovered that it 

had been laid in June of 1936, under the pastorate of the Rev. William Pierpont.  Members of the 

Carpet Improvement Committee were as follows, James G.  Bowers, chairman, Miss Mary Lindsay, 

Mrs. A. D. Darby, Mrs. C. R. Frankenberry, Walter W. Trout, J. Quinn Hare, Arlington Hause and B. N. 

Chrisman. 

Keeping in Calvary's tradition, a letter was created to reflect the carpet installation and repaving of 

the parking lot by our Trustees and the 150th Celebration Renovation Campaign Committee. Trus-

tee members are as follows: co-chairmen Calvin Russell & Ned Pitzer, Gary Frye, Ken Criswell, 

Juanita Burditus, Marsha Dodson, Mike Newcome,  Alecia Roberts, and Heather Villeme. The 150th 

Celebration Renovation Campaign members are chairman Ned Pitzer, Cindy Barber, Donna Yost, 

Debbie East, Ronda  

Albright, Gary Frye, Calvin Russell, Rev. Lynn Wilson and our Church Treasurers, Doug Frye and Da-

vid Southerly. The  original 1958 letter and the new 2017 letter were both placed in an envelope 

under the new carpet near the communion rail. 

The new carpet installation was completed on Tuesday, November 14th and a dedication service  

for the carpet and parking lot was held on Sunday,  November 19th. 

Wishing all a blessed Christmas Season,  
Trustees 

 

  
 

 
 

 
Most of us would agree that the Christmas season can be quite chaotic. It is easy to get caught up in 
the hustle and bustle and lose sight of why we celebrate. That is why it is important for you to be 
intentional in pointing your kids to Jesus during this Christmas season. Dedicate time to worship God 
as a family and explore the meaning of Christmas. There are many helpful resources for drawing your 
family’s attention to Jesus during Christmas, but no resource is as valuable as God’s Word. Consider 
using this short devotion to lead your family in a time of worship. 
 

Read Luke 2:1-20 aloud. 

Ask: “Why do we celebrate Christmas?” Explain that we celebrate Christmas to honor the birth of 

         Jesus.  

Ask: “What makes Jesus’ birth different from any other baby’s birth?” Remind family members that    

          the Son of God was in heaven with God but came to earth as a human baby. Pick up a wrapped  

         Christmas gift. Challenge family members to think of what it would be like to try and put the 

         entire world in a gift box. Explain that Jesus is the mighty, all-powerful God who created  

         everything but He came to earth as the most tiny and helpless of all human forms.  

Ask the big picture question: “Why was Jesus born?” Say the answer together as a family, “Jesus was  

         born to rescue us (from sin).” Explain that we need a Savior. As sinners, we deserve to spend  

         forever apart from God because of our sin. Jesus kept all of God’s laws perfectly while He was on   

         earth. Jesus did not deserve to die, but He took God’s punishment we deserved and died on the  

         cross in our place. 

Ask: “What makes Jesus’ birth good news?” Explain that because Jesus came to earth, we can be  

           saved from sin. Jesus rose from the dead, and one day, He is coming back to make everything  

           new and right. 
 

Lead your family in a time of prayer... 

God, thank You that because of Jesus we can celebrate Christmas. As we 
do all the fun things that come with Christmas, help us remember Jesus 
most of all. Thank You for loving us so much that You sent Your very own 
Son to earth as a baby so that we could be saved from our sin and can 
spend forever with You. We love You! Amen.          

 
Greetings to all, 

The Payton's 
 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
     1— 2—Sharing 

Hands @ 
Noon— 
Hinson  

3— Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 
 
Cookie Sale 

4— 
Tai Chi 
8am  
 
Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 
English as 
a second 
language 

5—TGIF  
Bible Study 
10:30am  
 
Tai Chi 11am 
 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as  
a second  
language 

6—NA 
7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English as 
a second 
language 

7—Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 
English as  
a second 
language 

8—RAPP  
6pm-8pm 
 

9— Sharing 
Hands @ 
Noon— 
Ken Criswell  
 
Cookies with 
Santa  
5pm-7pm 

10—Worship & La-
tino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 
 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 

11— 
Tai Chi  
8am  
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 

English as 
a second 
language 
 

12—TGIF 
10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 
 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as a 
second lan-
guage 
 

Blood Drive 

13—NA 
7:30pm 
 

 
 
 

 
English as 
a second 
language 

14— Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 

English as 
a second  
language 

15— 
 
 
 

16—Sharing 
Hands @ 
Noon— 
Berkeley Place 
UMC 

 
 

 

17—Cantata 
9:30am 
 

Children’s Christ-
mas Program 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 
 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 
 

18— 
Tai Chi 
8am 
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

19—TGIF  Bi-
ble Study 
10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 

 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 

20—NA 
7:30pm 

21—Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 

English as 
a second  
language 

22— 
Church 
Office 
Closed 

23—No  
Sharing 
Hands— 
4th Saturday 
 

24- Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
Sunday School  
10:45am 
6:00pm Musical 
Prelude 
6:30pm Candlelight 
Service 
 

                            
31-Usual Schedule 
    New Year’s Eve    
 

25— 
Closed for 
Christmas 

26— 
Church  
Office Closed 

27—NA 
7:30pm 

28—Tai Chi  
11am 
 
Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 
Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 
English as 
a second  
language 

29— 30— 
Sharing Hands 
@ Noon - 
Hollands 
 
 
 
 
                   
 
                   
             

A  F R O M  O U R  M U S I C  D I R E C TO R  
Calvary Story – December 2017 

I hope everyone is having a pleasant time of Thanksgiving.  We have so 

much to be thankful for in our country - our freedoms, food, family and 

above all our God!  We are truly blessed!  Let us be a blessing to others 

who are not as fortunate as us.  Let us welcome the unfamiliar faces we 

may see during the Christmas season into our church family.   

We will begin the month of December with a contemporary anthem, 

10,000 Reasons by Chris Tomlin.  If you listen to contemporary Christian 

radio then you may know the song as “Bless the Lord, Oh my Soul.”  

The piece seems to fall in line with the last verse of Amazing Grace which reads “When we’ve been 

there ten thousand years bright shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than 

when we’d first begun.”  The idea behind both texts is that we will never tire or run out of reasons 

to praise our God.  If your worship has grown stale then I would challenge you to think of some rea-

sons the Lord deserves your praise.   

For the second week of December the chancel choir will sing the advent anthem, Every Val-

ley.  This is not the familiar piece from Handel’s Messiah but it does use the same text which comes 

from Isaiah 40:3-5: “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be exalted, and every moun-

tain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:  

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of 

the Lord hath spoken it.”  John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ’s ministry by preaching re-

pentance.  The season of Advent is meant to do the same.  I urge you to prepare your hearts for 

Christmas before you start preparing your houses, your trees and your shopping lists.   

On December 17th, the Chancel Choir will be presenting the choral cantata, “The Longest 

Night.”  Our narrator will be Sharon Lewis.  Following the service, the children of Calvary will be pre-

senting an Advent celebration during the Sunday school hour.   

On December 24th, our early morning service will have our youth choirs and handbells per-

form.  Christmas Eve Service will be held at 6:00pm with a musical prelude followed by a candlelight 

worship in a lessons and carols format at 6:30pm.  Anyone interested in sharing their talents for the 

6:00pm Christmas Eve Concert should contact me. 

Mark C. Albright 

“I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my 

words in his mouth. He will tell them everything I command him. I myself will call to account anyone 

who does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name.” – Deut. 18:18-19 



 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWER VOLUNTEERS: 
12/3/17 – Beverly & Gary Frye 
12/10/17 – David & Cathy Decker 
12/17/17 – David & Eileen Southerly 
12/24/17 – Doug Frye 
12/31/17—Charles & Juanita Burditus 
 

ALTAR GUILD: Heather Villeme 
 

COMMUNION STEWARD: Heather Villeme 
 

GREETERS: Ned Pitzer & Edie Brown  
 

LITURGISTS/READERS: Eileen Southerly  
 

HEAD COMMUNION/USHER: Ken Criswell 
 

NURSERY SPONSORS:  
12/3/17 –  
12/10/17 – Heather Villeme 
12/17/17 –  
12/24/17 –  
12/31/17 -  

ALTAR FLOWERS  
December 3rd —  In memory of my sister Marcie Varner— given by  
                               Cindy Barber 
December 10th — The altar flowers are presented to the Glory of God in loving              
                                memory of George P. Williams given by Dave & Eileen Southerly 
December 17th — In honor of the choir, their sacrfices on Thursday nights to bring  
                                us our beautiful Sunday music.  
December 24th —  In honor of Alivia Ayers’ 23rd birthday given by Roger & Pam        
                                Ayers 
December 31st —  In honor of Calvin Russell’s birthday on December 27th given by    
       Christa, A.R. and Allan   

  
    

 4 Joyce Schell 
  5 Evelyn Boggs 
  6 Mary Gray 
  7 Darla Newcome & Melissa Herrell 
  8 Lori Green 
  9 Jonathan Holland 
10 Amber Dickerson 
11 Leslie Barney & Adam Funkhouser 
14 Holly Clipp 
15 Ronald Houser 

 
 

16 Jamie Miller 
20       Holly Lynn Brindle 
22 Jillian Albright & Olivia Lemen 
25 Elaine Mauck & Alivia Ayers  
26 Duncan Cave & Nona Hager 
27 Calvin Russell & Sydney Schoppert 
29 Nancy Weller 
30 Calvin Kisner 
31       Tammy DeGraff, Jon Hardman  
             & Kristina Miller 

 

Our children and 
youth Sunday 
School program 
has been a great 
blessing. We have 
been praying for 
more children to 

be in attendance and God has answered that 
prayer with bringing an increase in the chil-
dren’s class.  
We have been blessed for many years with 
having Niccole Warwick and Katherine Hinson 
sharing their time and talents by teaching 
these classes. They have both decided that it 
is time for them to step down from their  
positions. Therefore we are asking for volun-
teers to fill these needs. God has answered 
our prayers by bringing in new children and it 
is now time to step up and show Him that we 
are worthy of this gift. We are asking every-
one to pray that those being called will step 
forward to fill these very important openings. 
Please contact me at the church office or 
Chelsea Payton at 304-433-9530 for more  
information.  

Thank you all for your prayers,  
Pastor Lynn  

 

 

3rd Friday of each month September - May (Except Dec.)  
 

 

 

 
ADULTS $8 EACH 

CHILDREN $4 EACH (4-12 YEARS OF AGE)  
KIDDIES EAT FREE 

We would like to thank all of you who make the church's events and activities run 
smoothly and make our fundraisers successful. It takes so many people to make the 
dumplings, run the spaghetti dinner and care for the church. Thank you to each one of 
you who volunteer your time whether weekly singing in the choir, counting money 
and working on finance, monthly putting together the newsletter or just an occasional 
event like hanging of the greens or helping with a dinner or fundraiser it is because of 
you that these events and activities get done. Thank you for being such a blessing.  


