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“And He called the twelve to Himself, and began to send them out two by two and gave 

them power over unclean spirits. He commanded them to take nothing for the journey 

except a staff – no bag, no bread, no copper in their money belts – but to wear sandals, 

and not to put on two tunics.” Mark 6: 7-9   

During the Advent season our worship services revolved around John preparing the 

way for the arrival of Jesus. John wasn’t exactly what people expected to bring such 

important messages to them but then again Jesus wasn’t exactly what was expected 

either.  As we begin this New Year, I pray that we incorporate the advent lessons into 

our Christian walks, individually and corporately. It is now our time, as the disciples of 

Christ, to be preparing the way of the Lord. It is our responsibility to show people the 

love of Jesus Christ. As we each walk our individual journeys, the love of Jesus should 

be so evident in us that we are asked about it. John’s road was not an easy one and 

neither was Jesus’. Sometimes our roads get pretty rocky and rough as well, but if we 

continue following the map set forth by Christ’s example, we will get to our destinations 

and through each of our journey’s God will be glorified.   

As we walk it is 

important for us to 

remember that we 

need to watch our 

steps and walk 

humbly with our 

Lord. Jesus walked 

humbly through his 

travels and as the 

scripture above 

reminds us, he 

instructed the 

twelve to do so as 

well. He sent them 

out with nothing 

more than a staff, 

a robe and a pair 

of sandals. In doing so they had to rely on the power of God for their needs. Nothing 

they took with them could cause anyone to look upon them with eyes of distrust or 

disbelief. They were not to provoke envy or seem prideful as they worked on their 

missions.  Let us remember that as we enter each life situation we walk humbly and 

without pride. Let us remember that we are walking as disciples of Jesus Christ.   



Leonard Sweet wrote the following in a sermon:  

People are watching every move you make. Walk like a disciple. Walk into 

people’s story and connect the Jesus story with their story. Walk without 

pretension. Walk without fear of failure or rejection. Walk with the staff of humble 

confidence. Walk with the humility of “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that 

saved a wretch like me.” Walk with the confidence of “Faith is the victory, Faith is 

the victory, faith is the victory that overcomes the world.” Walk with the calm 

conviction that tomorrow is a done deal because the power of the living God is 

guiding your gait. Most importantly, walk as a prayer in motion 

Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer. Sweet suggest that it should be called the 

Disciple’s Prayer. The point of this prayer is not to say it, or recite it as we would 

a memory verse, the point is to become the Lord’s Prayer. When we live our lives 

so that we become the Lord’s prayer, when everything we do, our eating, our 

sleeping, our playing, our walking, our work becomes a prayer offering to God, 

then our walk and our talk, our motion and our emotion, have become one and 

then we become “The Lord’s Prayer”.   

My Lord’s prayer: Lynn’s Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give Lynn this day, her daily bread, 

forgive me my trespasses as I forgive those who trespass against me. Lead me not into 

temptation, but deliver me from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the glory and the power, 

forever. Amen.  

I pray that all of you will not only be blessed but will also be a blessing as you walk into 

this new year of 2018. 

Pastor Lynn 
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