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                        Hello all of you wonderful brothers and sisters in Christ. I pray that you are                              

                             doing well and singing God’s praises every day regardless of your circumstances. 

I recently had the opportunity to see the movie “I Can Only Imagine”.  I would recommend it as 

one to put on your list of movies to see. The first time I ever heard the song was in 2006 when I 

was listening to a Christian radio station and Ivan Parker was singing. It touched me very deeply 

at that time and now that I “know the rest of the story,” as Paul Harvey used to say, its mean-

ing touches me even deeper. Bart Miller, the song writer and lead singer of MercyMe, stumbled 

around in the music world for quite a while before he realized that it was his wildernesses that 

brought him closer to an understanding of what his relationship with Jesus should and could 

be. It wasn’t until he was ready to face “his story” that this song poured from him.   
 

I have a book that is called “God Gave the Song” by Bill and Gloria Gaither. The book gives the 

stories behind many of the songs that this talented couple has written. In the forward, Suzanne 

Gaither Jennings, Bill and Gloria’s daughter, writes about her experience, as a young writer of 

poems and song lyrics. Like Bart Miller, she couldn’t understand why her creations were always 

getting turned down for publishing. The reasons given to her for the rejections were that she 

was writing above her years, or above her experiences. In the forward she writes this “It was 

not until a few years later when I had “been through” some things in my life that I began to 

hear “the song.” In other words her trials, her journeys through the wilderness is what made 

her realize that it wasn’t just her  song, but also the song of  Jesus that she had to share. 

Have you heard your song (not literally, but figuratively speaking)? For those of you who at-

tended worship during the season of Lent you heard me talk about how God works with and on 

us during the wilderness times that we all go through. During our wilderness times we go 

through a time of learning, of being challenged, of being dependent, of doubting and being 

comforted. Through all of these wilderness experiences, our faith grows when we listen to the  
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Holy Spirit and allow the Spirit to guide us through. As we journey through each trial, we like 

Suzanne and Bart, end up with a song. We have learned life lessons that mature our faith.  

Please don’t think that you have to be physically older to have a strong faith because you 

don’t. I have encountered some children who have suffered through various wildernesses 

whose faith is strong and they have a song to share. 

I would like for you to remember that the “songs” aren’t really our songs. They actually belong 

to Jesus. Jesus has written a song with each one of us who have chosen to follow Him. For Bart 

and Suzanne, they found their songs and with those songs they have reached thousands of 

hearts, even helping them to find and accept Christ as their Savior. Most of us won’t write, sing 

or record our song, but Jesus does expect us to share it with those he brings to walk along  

beside us.  Who knows what might happen, our song may help someone to find their way with 

Christ. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Lynn 
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“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 
son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have 
eternal life”.                                                                        John 3:16 

 

 

Do you believe that? 

God loves the whole wide world. All people everywhere. No matter where you come from, or 
what color skin you have – God Loves You! 

If we believe in Jesus and ask Him into our hearts to live with us forever, we will receive eternal 
life. So when we die, we will go to heaven and be with Jesus forever. 

He loves you and He loves me. 

Have you asked Jesus into your heart? 

Do you want to ask Jesus into your heart? 

If you do, here is a prayer you can pray to ask Jesus into your heart. 

Dear Jesus 
Thank you that you love me, and want to come into my heart. I am 
sorry for the bad things I have done. I ask you to come into my 
heart, and live with me forever. Fill me with your Holy Spirit. Thank 
you. Amen. 

The Paytons  
Children’s Department Coordinators 

 
 

 

                 CALVARY'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY RENOVATION UPDATE  

One of Calvary's 150th Celebrations took place on Sunday, 

March 11th.  After worship service, a ham and fried chicken din-

ner was served.  Following the dinner, the fellowship hall was 

dedicated to Calvin B. Russell and will be called Russell Fellow-

ship Hall in the future.  A plaque was hung with the following 

inscription, Russell Fellowship Hall, in honor of Calvin B. Russell 

for his many years of service to Calvary United Methodist 

Church as 60+ year member since 1957, Church Council Mem-

ber, Trustee Chairman, Sunday School Superintendent, Apple 

Dumpling Chairman, Sharing Hands Coordinator, Church Care-

taker & “Mr. Fix It” and Mentor of God's People. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Matthew 

25:21.  Also, a picture of Calvin was placed on the plaque. Members of the church and friends of 

Calvin shared stories of  their interactions with him over the years.  It was a fun time for all.  Con-

gratulations Calvin!   

Raynal Studios started Phase 3 of the stained glass window renovations process on Wednesday, 

March 14th.  They removed one window on the west side of the sanctuary this past week and will 

take another next week.  It will take a couple of months to repair these windows.  There are a total 

of four windows in Phase 3 that need to be repaired. 

Brookie Noble's family donated $650 in her memory to upgrade Calvary's sound system.  The sys-

tem is being reviewed at this time.  More information will be coming at a later date. 

Calvary recently purchased fifty-six new vinyl folding chairs and they were delivered during the 

week of March 5th. These chairs will be used in Russell Fellowship Hall.  This is all part of the 150th 

Celebration Renovation  process.  We have placed an ad on Craigslist to sell the used folding chairs 

with vinyl padded seats as follows: 1 to 10 chairs $5.00 each; 10 to 20 chairs $4.50 each; 25 to 50 

chairs $4.00 each; 50 to 75 chairs $3.50 each; 75 to 100 chairs $3.00 each.  In total, we have 150 

chairs available to purchase.  Church members and friends of Calvary have first choice. 

Blessings, 
   Celebration Renovation Committee 

 



 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1— Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 

2— 
Tai Chi 
8am  
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 

English as 
a 2nd 
Language 

3—TGIF  
Bible Study 
10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 
 

 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as  
a 2nd Language 
 

4— 
English as 
a 2nd  
Language 
 
NA 
7:30pm 
Service 
7pm 

5—Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 

English as a 
2nd Language 

6— 7—Sharing 
Hands @ 
Noon— 
GFWC 

8— Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 
 

9— 
Tai Chi 
8am  
 
Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 
English as 
a 2nd  
Language 

10—TGIF  
Bible Study 
10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 
 

 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as a 2nd 
Language 
 
 

Trustees Mtg  
6:30 

11— 
English as 
a 2nd  
Language 
 
NA 
7:30pm 
 
 

12—Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 
English as a 
2nd Language 

13—RAPP  
6pm-8pm 
 

 

14— Shar-
ing Hands 
@ Noon— 
Inwood 
UMC 

15—Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 
 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 

16— 
Tai Chi  
8am  
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 

English as 
a 2nd  
Language 

17— Noon—
Blood Drive 
 

TGIF 10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 
Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as a 2nd 
Language 
 

18—NA 
7:30pm 
 

English as 
a 2nd  
Language 
 

 

19— Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 

English as a 
2nd Language 

20— 
Spaghetti 
Dinner 
 
 
 

21—Sharing 
Hands @ 
Noon— 
LDS Church 

22—Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 
 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 

23— 
Tai Chi 
8am 
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 

English as 
a 2nd  
Language 

24—TGIF 
10:30am  
 

Tai Chi 11am 
 

Cub Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

English as a 2nd  
Language 

25—NA 
7:30pm 
 
English as 
a 2nd  
Language 

26—Tai Chi  
11am 
 

Boy Scouts 
6:30pm 
 

Choir  
Practice 7pm 
 

English as a 
2nd Language 

27— 
 

28—No  
Sharing 
Hands— 
4th 
Saturday 
 
 
 

29- Worship &  
Latino Services 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School 
10:45am 
 

Handbells Noon 
 

Youth Handbells 
5:15 
 

30— 
Tai Chi 
8am 
 

Girl Scouts  
6:30pm 
 

English as 
a 2nd  
Language 

     

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL —  We have 

been blessed for many years 

with having Niccole Warwick 

and Katherine Hinson as Sunday 

School teachers. They have 

both decided that it is time for 

them to step down from their 

positions. Therefore we are ask-

ing for volunteers to fill these 

needs.  

KITCHEN HELP—For many 

years Irene Ponton has been in 

charge of keeping the church 

kitchen organized and cleaned 

so that it passes the health de-

partment inspections. Due to 

health issues she is unable to 

continue providing this service. 

She has provided a detailed list 

of the responsibilities required 

for whoever would be willing to 

fill her shoes. Please prayerfully 

consider how you may be able 

to help.  

BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE—

Irene will also be retiring from 

the Bereavement Committee. 

We are in need of someone to 

help organize meals for the 

family and friends of loved ones 

who are called home.  

PLEASE CONTACT PASTOR 
LYNN IF YOU ARE ABLE TO FILL 

ANY OF THESE POSITIONS 

REGISTRATION FORMS FOR THE SIGHT AND SOUND TRIP  

CAN BE FOUND ON THE INFORMATION CENTER. PLEASE  

MAKE SURE THAT ALL PAYMENTS INCLUDE A FORM.  

 C&O BIKE HIKE MEETING FOR TRIP 

ON JUNE 10TH—16TH  

MONDAY, APRIL 2ND AT 7PM  

ST. LUKE’S UMC PARSONAGE 

719 NEW YORK AVE. 

 

 



 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

April 1st—In memory of Maria Russell given by Christa, AR and Calvin 

April 8th—In honor of our granddaughter and niece Winnie Yost-Stryker given by Bill, 

Donna & Katie Yost 

April 15th—In memory of my husband Dana Villeme given by Heather Villeme 

April 22nd— In memory of my father J. Leslie Fink, Jr. given by Cindy Barber 

April 29th— In memory of Betty Decker given by David, Cathy, Ryan & Eric Decker 

  2  Kayla Lowther, Brent Pitzer 
  4  Zachary Heath 
  5  Christa Banks 
  6  Mary Wachter, Krystie Siviero 
 9  Deborah Thomas 
10  Randy Hinson, Lisa Hollis 
11  Hilda Walker 
12  Alexander Heath, Brent Short 
13  Faustena Keesecker, William Aikens, Jr. 
14  Carol Criswell, Bradley Lemen 
15  Robert DeHaven  

17  Michael Mullan, Rod Roberts 
19  Roy Emmons, William Yost, Jr. 
20  Nicholas Foster, Kathy Moler 
21  Steven Holland, Jason Hostler 
22 Debbie Dickey-Anderson, Scott Lewis,  
      Chase Johns 
23  Jake Calo  
24  Emma Hurlock  
26  Daris Albright 
30  Sharon Altiere 
31  Jane Clipp, Emily Walker  

ALTAR FLOWER VOLUNTEERS: 

4/1/18 – Beverly & Gary Frye 

4/8/18 – David & Cathy Decker 

4/15/18 – David & Eileen Southerly 

4/22/18 – Doug Frye 

4/29/18—Charles & Juanita Burditus  

ALTAR GUILD: Heather Villeme 

COMMUNION STEWARD: Heather Villeme 

GREETERS: Bill & Sharon Lewis 

LITURGIST/READER: Sharon Lewis 

HEAD COMMUNION/USHER: Ken Criswell 
 

 

CALVARY STORY – APRIL 2018 

 I am writing this as we are preparing for some busy weeks in the 

end of March.  By the time you read this the children will have present-

ed their Palm Sunday program followed by the chancel choir’s cantata: 

Once Upon a Tree.  I trust that they were blessings to you.  I am thank-

ful for all the hard and faithful work put forth by our children, their 

leaders, and the chancel choir.  Dr. Warren Watts played the part of 

Luke the apostle.  We had solos by Jim Holland as Jesus and Maria 

Watts as Mary.   

 We begin the month of April with Easter Sunday.  The choir will 

perform the Song Lives On which is the concluding song of our cantata that we deliberately 

held off on singing.  The idea behind the song is that the story of Jesus didn’t stop at the 

cross.  Actually it didn’t even stop at the empty tomb.  The Song Lives On because He Lives 

in Us!   

 There is a possibility that the handbells will be performing the second Sunday in 

April.  Pastor Lynn will be out and will return on April 15th with Holy Humor Sunday.  The 

chancel choir is planning to do a funny song about Goliath.  For April 22nd the chancel choir 

will perform The King of Love My Shepherd Is.  We will finish the month with another favor-

ite of ours, Down in the Valley to Pray.  I am trying to enlist Mark Cave from St. Luke’s UMC 

to accompany us on guitar.     

 If I may share a prayer concern, our faithful and fantastic organist Daris Albright is 

scheduled to have an operation on his right hand sometime after Easter Sunday.  He has 

been battling this for over a year, feeling a loss of dexterity and responsiveness in his key-

board playing and typing.  The recovery process may be long which means we could be 

without his wonderful skills until mid-summer.  I would ask you to stop what you are doing 

and pray for his hands as well as the hands and skills of his surgeon.  I pray that God will do 

a work of healing in my father’s hand so that he may continue to use his skills for the glory 

of God for as long as he wishes.   

Mark C. Albright 

 

“And he (Jesus) said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath 

to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they 

were silent.  And he looked around at them with anger, 

grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the 

man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his 

hand was restored.”  

– Mark 3:4-5 

 

CHURCH ENVELOPES 
CUMC offering envelopes will be reordered in May for the next fiscal year (July 2018-June 2019).   
If you would like to begin receiving, change information on, or discontinue offering envelopes, 
please notify Cindy Barber or Donna Yost by April 30th.  Church Contribution Statements are  
prepared annually for those in the congregation who have a church envelope number. 


