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PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD…Isaiah 40:3
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas at Calvary Church. By the time you
read this some decorating has begun, plans for the remainder of chores are
being discussed and implemented and we will be ready to begin the season of
Advent on Sunday, December 2.
In the life of the church Advent is the four weeks of preparation before Christmas Day. No, I don’t mean preparing a menu for dinner, buying or wrapping
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gifts or baking cookies. Although all of those things are being done at different

levels in different families and are important, that is not the meaning of Advent preparation. During the four weeks prior to Christmas we are to prepare our hearts, minds and souls for the celebration of Christ birth through prayer and repentance which we then follow with a time of anticipation, hope, and joy.
God prepared for Jesus to be shared with us. The book of Luke gives us the most detailed account

POINSETTIAS FOR SALE

of Jesus’ birth. In describing Jesus’ birth, childhood and development, Luke lifts up the humanity of
Jesus. Our Savior was the ideal human. Fully prepared, the ideal human was now ready to live the
perfect life. Even God prepared the way for Jesus’ birth through the genealogy which began with

The Advent Season is almost upon us. Again
this year we are planning to have a live

poinsettia tree in our sanctuary.
•
•

Poinsettias are $9.00 each.

Deadline for ordering is December 9, 2018
•

Forms will be in the church bulletin
November 18th—December 9th

Abraham (Matthew 1).
Being prepared is a theme that runs throughout the entire Bible. God prepared the earth and everything in it to satisfy man’s needs. Then in man’s weakness sin was introduced and God prepared
some very unlikely people to be His spokespersons and leaders to guide people out of their sinful
natures. Let’s not forget that God also prepared, through the birth of the Christ Child a way to
leave those sinful lives behind and move into eternity.
I invite you to always be prepared in the Lord. On November 18 my sermon title was “God’s Timing”. We never know when God will call us to disciple another, or call us to pray for someone or
something, or simply be with another. We also never know when we will be that person in need.
None of us know when God will call us out of this world. As I stated in my sermon we never know
when Jesus will return. What we do know is that it is up to us to prepare ourselves for what we
don’t know through study, prayer and faithfulness.

A Thank You Letter From the 150th Committee---

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, let us also prepare ourselves so that we can bring
glory, praise and honor to our Father who art in heaven. Merry Christmas to all. See you in church.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Lynn
Christmas Sermon Series : Calm &
Bright; 200 Years of Silent Night
Dec 2—Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Dec 9—Glorious Stream
Dec 16—Redeeming Grace
Dec 23—Let Us Sing
Dec 24– Calm & Bright
Dec 30—Is Born
Rev. Lynn Wilson Contact Information
Office: 304-267-4542—Cell: 304-279-6800
Email: pastorlynnumc@comcast.net—Website: calvaryum.org
Dear Calvary Family,
The Christmas season is almost here. As we reflect on the past year, we are reminded of our many
blessings. We thank God for friends, family, and loved ones who support us with kindness and
guidance.
Christmas is the perfect time for us to express our appreciation to our pastor and the professional
staff with a monetary gift. These gifts are but a small token of our appreciation for all the work,
leadership and service our staff has done over and above that which is required. All gifts will be
consolidated and shared among the church staff.
If you wish to contribute, please put your gift into an envelope clearly marked: “Staff Christmas
Gift, ATTN: Staff Parish Relations Ministry Team”, and either place the envelope in with one of the
upcoming Sunday offerings, or mail it to the church office.
The mailing address is:
Calvary United Methodist Church
220 Burke Street
Martinsburg, WV 25401
We ask that all contributions to this year’s collective staff gift be received at the church office no
later than Sun, Dec 16. We also ask that you remember that your gift is in addition to, and not a
replacement for, your regular offering to Calvary Church.
Thank you for your contribution and expression of appreciation to those who help lead us at
Calvary throughout the year. Peace and blessings to our entire church family! SPRC

We are writing this letter in appreciation for all the hard work

and donations ($110,396.00) made during the 150th
Celebration Renovation Campaign. The funding was used to
make major improvements inside and outside the church.
We were very happy when the campaign kicked off during the
2nd week of September, 2017. It makes us feel good to know
that the above funding was made by so many church members
and friends of Calvary who really care about our church. Making the campaign a success was
accomplished by the effort of everyone. You can be very proud of what has been accomplished.

In January, 2019's Newsletter, we will list all the improvements that were completed during the
150th campaign.
Calvary's financial numbers from the 150th Celebration Renovation Campaign as of November 18,
2018, are $110,396.00, from the congregation and friends of Calvary, and $126,700.00 from
investments. We have spent $171,704.24, leaving a balance of $65,392.13, to be used toward
repairs to the stained glass windows. In the spring of 2019, Raynal Studios will remove the final
three windows in the sanctuary for renovation at a cost of approximately $53,234.50. That will
leave $12,157.63, toward the final six stained glass windows in the narthex area needing repair.

We will continue to keep the window fund active and renovate the six windows as the funding
comes available.
Blessings,
th

!50 Celebration Renovation Committee

CALLING ALL ANGELS

ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25TH
AT 6:30
PLEASE RSVP BY TELLING CALVIN RUSSELL, DONNA YOST
OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 304-267-4542.

A

NOTE FROM OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

1—Sharing
Hands Noon–
Katherine Hinson
Hanging of the
Greens

Calvary Story – December 2018
I hope everyone is having a pleasant time of Thanksgiving. We have so much to be thankful
for in our country - our freedoms, food, family and above all our God! We are truly blessed! Let
us be a blessing to others who are not as fortunate as us. Let us welcome the unfamiliar faces we
may see during the Christmas season into our church family.
We will bring in the season of advent with anthem, The King Shall Come When Morning
Dawns. It is an uplifting melody and text that look forward to the second coming of Christ. Even
though the night gets longer in winter, the hymn writer is expecting Christ to come back in glory
and splendor, filling the earth with His radiant light. The hymn ends with the ancient Christian

word and prayer, “Maranatha” which means “Lord, come quickly.” (Rev. 22:20)
During worship on the following week, the Chancel Choir will continue with this theme of
Christ, the light of the world, bringing light and hope to a people in darkness. Our anthem is called
A Morning Star will Rise. The handbells will perform on the third Sunday of the month. We are
working on an arrangement of People Look East and some other carol arrangements.
rd

On December 23 , the Chancel Choir will be presenting the choral cantata, “Rhapsody in
Bluegrass: A Christmas Jubilee.” We are in need of a narrator who can speak in a “convincing
Southern drawl!” We hope this fun and fast paced cantata will fill you with the God of Love and

Light. Following the service, the children of Calvary will be presenting an Advent celebration
during the Sunday school hour.
On December 24th, Christmas Eve Service will be held at 6:00pm with a 5:30pm musical
prelude. The 6:00pm will have candlelight worship in a lessons and carols format. Anyone
interested in sharing their talents for the 5:30pm Christmas Eve Concert should contact me.
Mark C. Albright
“ And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,
knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were
carried along by the Holy Spirit.” – 2 Peter 1:19-21

CHRISTMAS
CANTATA
DEC 23RD
9:30AM

SAT

2— White Gift Sunday—Worship &
Latino Services
9:30am
Cookie Sale
Sunday School
10:45am
Handbells Noon

3— Tai Chi
8am
Girl Scouts
6:30pm

4— Bible
5—NA
Study 10:30am 7:30pm
Tai Chi 11am
Cub Scouts
6:30pm
Trustees Mtg
6:30pm

6—Tai Chi
11am
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Choir
Practice 7pm

7—

8— Sharing
Hands Noon—
Berkeley Place
UMC

9—Worship &
Latino Services
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Handbells Noon
Youth Handbells
5:15

10— Tai Chi
8am
Girl Scouts
6:30pm

11—Bible
12—NA
Study 10:30am 7:30pm
Tai Chi 11am
Cub Scouts
6:30pm

13— Tai Chi
11am
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Choir
Practice 7pm

14—
RAPP
6pm-8pm

15—Sharing
Hands–Joni
Greenburg

16—Worship &
Latino Services
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Handbells Noon
Youth Handbells
5:15

17—
Tai Chi 8am
Girl Scouts
6:30pm

19—NA
7:30pm

20—
Tai Chi
11am
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Choir
Practice 7pm

21—

22—No
Sharing
Hands—
4th Saturday

23—Worship &
Latino Services
9:30am
Christmas Cantata
Children’s Christmas Program
Handbells Noon
Youth Handbells
5:15

24—
25—
Christmas Office Closed
Eve Service

26— Office
Closed

27—Tai Chi
11am
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Choir
Practice 7pm

28—

29—Sharing
Hands—Jim &
Myrtle Holland

30—Worship &
Latino Services
9:30am
Sunday School
10:45am
Handbells Noon
Youth Handbells
5:15

31New Year’s
Eve

Youth Handbells
5:15

Blood Drive
Noon-5:30pm

Office
Closed

NA New
Year’s
Dance

18—TGIF Bible Study
10:30am
Tai Chi 11am
Cub Scouts
6:30pm

NA 7:30pm

Cookies &
Cocoa with
Santa 5pm

NOTE: Please call the church office before
coming in any time between Dec 24th and
Jan 2 as Candy will be on vacation and
Pastor Lynn will be in and out of the
office.

A WISE MEN CHRISTMAS
As we get closer to Christmas and celebrating Jesus’ birth, our families can
get lost in the commercialization of Christmas. The sights the smells and of
course the gifts. For some families it’s all about how much you spend or how
many gifts you receive. As our children have gotten older we have found
them delving more into the secular meaning of Christmas despite our best
efforts. That’s why we are trying the Wise Men Christmas. Let’s go over
the significance of these three gifts – so if you choose this tradition, you’ll
know them and be able to explain them to every family member that asks.

DECEMBER EVENTS AT A GLANCE
Dec1: Hanging of the Greens at 9am
Dec 2: White Gift Sunday during worship & Cookie Sale after worship
Dec 15: Cookies with Santa begins at 5pm followed by movie & popcorn
December 23rd: Christmas Cantata during woship
& Children’s performance during Sunday School
December 24th: A Christmas Prelude at 5:30pm and Christmas Eve Service at 6pm
Notice: Candy will be on vacation from Dec 24 to Jan 2 and Pastor Lynn will be in and out so
please call the church office before coming in if you do not have a key.

Gold:
The gift of gold symbolizes something of great value. It’s to be something the child wants –
something precious to them.
Frankincense:
The gift of frankincense symbolizes something spiritual. Frankincense was burned in the temple
as part of worship. For this gift,
we give something that helps
with our child’s spiritual walk. This
gift will vary greatly based on age.
Our 5 year old isn’t interested in
having a commentary on Romans.
A few ideas are a worship music
CD, a children’s Bible, or a devotional book. Be creative.
Myrrh:
Myrrh was a medicinal item back
in the day. This gift symbolizes
something for the body. I’ve
heard it told that the Wise Men
brought this gift to Jesus in preparation for when he would die for
us. This item can be any number
of things: clothing, shoes, cologne, underwear.
Maybe your family can try this tradition and help reinforce the true
meaning of Christmas.
The Paytons
Children Directors

ALTAR FLOWER VOLUNTEERS:
12/2/18 – Beverly & Gary Frye
12/9/18 – David & Cathy Decker
12/16/18 – Needs Filled
12/23/18 – Doug Frye
12/30/18—Charles & Juanita Burditus

ALTAR GUILD: Heather Villeme
COMMUNION STEWARD: Heather Villeme
GREETERS: Ned Pitzer & Calvin Kisner
HEAD COMMUNION USHER: Ken Criswell
HEAD USHER: Mike Newcome

December 2nd — In memory of Clifford & Betty Decker given by David, Cathy, Ryan & Eric
Decker
December 9th — In memory of my sister Martha Jane Varner given by Cindy Barber
December 16th — In memory of our parents given by Jack & Connie Catrow
December 23rd — In honor of our Lord’s birth and all who believe given by Sharon Lewis.
December 30th —In honor of Calvin Russell’s birthday given by AR & Christa

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14

Joyce Schell
Evelyn Boggs, Clarence Callahan
Mary Gray
Darla Newcome, Melissa Herrell
Mary Ann Harrison, Jamie Sullivan
Lori Green
Jonathan Holland
Amber Dickerson
Leslie Barney, Adam Funkhouser
Vivian Hollis
Holly Clipp

15
16
20
22
23
25
26
27
29
30
31

Ronald Houser
Jamie Miller
Holly Lynn Brindle
Jillian Albright, Olivia Lemen
Davis Cummings
Elaine Carole Mauck, Alivia Ayers
Duncan Cave
Calvin Russell, Sydney Schoppert
Nancy Weller, William Newcome
Calvin Kisner
Tammy DeGraff, Jon Hardman

