
Pastor’s Message—Sept. 2019 

 

Happiness is a by-product of an effort to make someone else happy. 

                                                                             – Gretta Brooker Palmer 
  

Hello everyone. I pray that you have had a wonderful summer and that your fall 

will be even better. The quote above is from a book I found in my sister-in-law’s 

stash. The book’s title is “Random Acts of Kindness, Then and Now” by Conari 

Press. The pages of this book are filled with stories of kindness and there isn’t 

one author’s name printed for any of the stories. The stories were given out of 

acts of kindness, not for the author’s glory or recognition but for the benefit of 

the readers, whomever they may be. I have chosen one short story to share 

with you today. 

Titled More Than Enough…A friend who was working in the Dominican Republic 

with Habitat for Humanity had befriended a small boy named Etin. He noticed 

that when Etin wore a shirt at all it was always the same dirty, tattered one. A box 

of used clothes had been left at the camp, and my friend found two shirts in it 

that were in reasonably good shape and about Etin’s size, so he gave them to the 

grateful boy. A few days later he saw another boy wearing one of the shirts. When 

he next met up with Etin he explained that the shirts were meant for him. Etin 

just looked at him and said, “But you gave me two!”  

I don’t think that I get earth shattering revelations, however this story did 

make me stop and think. For much of society the goal is to get more. Make 

more money so we can have a better home, better cars, give our kids a better 

life, better clothes, better food, better education and the list of betters goes 

on forever. Better isn’t bad, but I have two questions. 1) When is what we have 

enough?  2) When do we stop thinking that we need better? I’m not sure that 

anyone has a definite answer for these two questions. I would imagine that we 

each need to make that decision on our own.  

Etin thought that one shirt was enough so he shared the other one with a 

friend. I would      imagine that many of us can take a lesson from Etin and give 



a proverbial shirt to someone in need simply because having two doesn’t make 

us or our lives better. 

 

Mark 12:41-44 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people 

put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. 42Then 

one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. 43 So 

he called His disciples to himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you 

that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the 

treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their abundance; but she, out of her 

poverty, put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.”  

Etin gave a shirt, the widow gave two mites, the volunteer who shared Etin’s 

story gave his time. The value of the gifts we give isn’t always about how much 

we give but it is always about the heart with which we give it. The gift is always 

better when given from a heart of love. Out of love, Jesus gave His all, so that 

we could have it all, forgiveness of our sins and life everlasting. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Lynn 
  

 

  

 


