
IS IT REALLY BETTER TO GIVE THAN RECEIVE?  

 

Read 1 John 3:16-18 The verse we just read is a powerful one!  

 

We all know that Christmas is just around the corner and we can’t wait for the excitement of Christmas 

morning and the gifts around the tree. We love getting gifts, right? When someone gives us something, 

we feel special and loved.  

 

That is exactly what God did for us on Christmas Day over 2,000 years ago. He gave us the greatest gift 

of all, Jesus. God gave us His one and only Son so that we could be made new and forgiven for our sins. 

That is a very big gift and a gift like that lets us know how much God really loves us! We are also 

reminded that Jesus gave His life for us. He knew He 

had to die for us to live.  

 

Maybe you have noticed a theme. As our verse tells 

us, it truly is better to give than receive. God gave 

His Son Jesus, and Jesus gave His life. If we want to 

be more like Jesus, we should give with a joyful 

heart to everyone. That is how people will know you 

are a Christian, by how freely and willingly you give 

and love one another.  

 

The best part of all, and I think by God’s own design, when we give to others, we feel really good as we 

show how much they mean to us! So this year as you race down the hall to look at the gifts under your 

tree, be reminded of the greatest gift ever given to mankind, Jesus, and think of His example of giving 

Himself for you and me, and how we can be more like Jesus by giving and loving each other.  

 

Pray: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your gift of Jesus and your gift of love. Please help us 

remember that it is better to give than receive and how our acts of giving freely, joyfully, and willingly 

show the love of Jesus to all that we may meet. Amen  
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