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We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:14  

We have celebrated Christmas and for many of us our trees are down, decorations are stored, and gifts 

are put away or being used as appropriate. During the Christmas season we recognized the fact that God 

sent us His only son, Jesus Christ, in order to provide us a path to salvation. During Christmas we don’t 

always think about what is coming. We see the sweet and innocent baby but tend to forget that Jesus’ 

birth is a pathway straight to His crucifixion, death and resurrection. His birth has provided us with 

redemption, as the scripture above says. We are provided forgiveness of our sins. God has provided us 

with forgiveness, but have we forgiven ourselves?  

For many of us when we look back over our lives, we remember the sins we have committed and there 

may be a rush of guilt that floods over us. For some we are remembered by what we may have done 

wrong rather than what we have done right. For example: University of California football player Roy 

Riegels, a defender, recovered a Georgia Tech fumble and ran the wrong way with it only to be tackled 

by one of his own teammates before crossing over the wrong goal line. Afterward Riegels was always 

remembered as wrong-way Riegels. Riegels carried the remembrance of that failure for the rest of his 

life.  

Our failures may not be as memorable as Riegels’, but we tend to recall them just the same. Sometimes 

we may feel as though our sins are unforgivable, but the scriptures tell us differently. When we confess 

our sin and sincerely ask God for forgiveness, it is given regardless of the severity of the sin. The slate is 

wiped clean. If we believe the scriptures, then why can’t we let go of guilt and forget what we may have 

done that still causes us grief?  

In Colossians Paul lists five benefits God gives to us all: (1) He made us qualified to share his inheritance 

(2) He delivered us from Satan’s dominion of darkness and made us his children (3) He brought us into 

his eternal kingdom (4) He redeemed us – bought our freedom from sin and judgement and (5) He 

forgave all our sins.  

With this being the New Year and resolutions being made, let us remember that the greatest resolution 

we can make is to honor, believe and trust the word of God. Let us put a real effort into letting go of the 

guilt we may be carrying so that there is room for God to work His miracles in our lives. He can’t bring us 

full circle unless we believe that our past is just that, our past.  

Loving God, we bow down before you knowing that you are the one and only true God, our 

Savior, our Redeemer. Help us to always remember that you only want what is best for us. As 

we enter into a new year may we all strive to do our best to let go of the past and give you our 

future for your honor and glory. Amen.  

Happy New Year, my Brothers and Sisters, may your relationship with our Lord and Savior grow stronger 

each day.  

In Christ’s service,  

Pastor Lynn 


