
Pastor’s letter—February 2020 

Greetings fellow members and friends of Calvary UMC, 

There is a great deal going on in the United Methodist Church these days; however, the biggest topic of 

discussion is what is going to happen in May of 2020 when the General Conference meets. No one can 

really answer that question because there are many variables to consider. However, with that being said 

I am going to try and share with you information as I know it. 

In May there will be a proposed agreement presented to the General Conference for the separation of 

the United Methodist Church. The agreement being presented is called the “Protocol of Reconciliation & 

Grace Through Separation.” (I have paper copies of this proposal for you to read in its entirety, if you 

choose.) The proposal allows the progressive churches to remain as the United Methodist Church. The 

Traditional Methodist will be able to leave with their assets to form another church for the Traditional 

Methodist. At this point there is not a name for the traditional denomination however I do know that 

the Wesley Covenant Association has been diligently working on a new book of discipline for forming a 

new traditional denomination. 

I am going to try and put what will happen if the Protocol is passed in numerical order to give you an 

idea of what the responsibilities are for the General Conference, each Annual Conference and then for 

each individual church. 

1. The “Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through Separation” will be presented and voted on at the 

General Conference. 

2. If not passed, it will end there and things will not be changed unless, of course, there is another plan 

submitted. It is my opinion and the opinion of many others that it will be passed in some form. 

3. If passed, the Annual Conferences of each area will vote at its yearly meeting on being a progressive 

conference or a traditional conference. 

4. After the annual conference the individual churches will then decide if their church is progressive or 

traditional. This will occur by each church holding a church conference and taking a vote of its members. 

Please note that only the registered members of the church in attendance at the church conference will 

be eligible to vote. 

5. If the church votes to stay in the Progressive UMC, there will be no further actions required. If a 

church votes to leave the UMC with their assets and join the traditional conference, then proper 

notification will need to be made to its annual conference and to the traditional conference. 

6. The churches that choose to leave the UMC will be able to stay in the retirement fund program for 

their pastors. This was one of the issues of separation that was of concern to the retired and soon to be 

retired pastors. The individual pastors will decide which conference they 

will align with and be appointed accordingly. 

Friends, please realize this is a brief assessment of what can happen. There is much more to the 

separation protocol and also the development of a new book of discipline for a new denomination than 

what I have presented. If you have computer access, please go online to the bwcumc.org website and 



read what is being posted there. Also check out the wesleyancovenant.org website for the Wesleyan 

point of view. 

On Sunday, January 19, I preached a sermon titled, Grace, Gifts and Guarantee. Please remember that 

God’s grace is for everyone and when we accept His grace, he expects us to use the gifts he has given 

us for the building of His kingdom. He has also guaranteed that we will have a place in his kingdom, 

guaranteed that we will have a room in Jesus’ mansion. It is true that God loves all His children, but it is 

also true that we are expected to respond to that love out of love for all our brothers and sisters even 

when we don’t agree with them. 

Our corporate church needs our prayers, our individual churches need our prayers, our brothers and 

sisters in Christ need our prayers. Please pray day in and day out for all of our churches. Please pray 

and ask God where he is leading you to serve as a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

 In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Lynn Wilson 


