
Pastor’s Message June 2020 

Greetings to you my brothers and sisters in Christ.  

It was wonderful to be able to gather as we did on May 24th for worship in the parking lot. Just being 

able to see each other even at a distance was uplifting. By the time you read this newsletter, we may 

have already had our Pentecost worship service which will also be celebrated in the parking lot. Some of 

those in attendance have suggested that even when we get back into worshipping in our sanctuary, we 

may want to consider having an outdoor service a couple of times a year. I am game, how about you?  

God has been continuing to bless Calvary even as we have been meeting in either virtual or parking lot 

services. Our congregation has been supporting each other as God calls us to do through phone calls and 

cards. The church was approved and has received the Payroll Protection Plan monies from the 

government which allowed us to pay our staff during the period of quarantine. Also many of the 

members and friends of Calvary have been tithing and giving which has provided funds for other church 

related expenses. Another of God’s blessings has been through a substantial monetary gift received in 

April.  

The Finance Committee met and decided that they would like to give the members and friends of the 

church the opportunity to share your ideas as to what goals you would like to see set for the church over 

the next 1 to 5 years.  

As examples:  

Would you like to see more opportunities for community and mission related outreach, if so 

what type of outreach would that be?  

What immediate needs would you like to see addressed that are not already listed in our 

operating budget?  

Are there additional educational opportunities you would like to see offered?  

The suggestions above are just a few that we hope will stimulate your creative juices. Please don’t be 

hesitant to make suggestions; we want to hear from you. Of course every suggestion may not be 

possible at this time however they may help us in planning for the future growth of the church. 

As a little encouragement or guidance in the above request I would like to share with you this little ditty 

that popped into my head when I heard that Kenny Rogers had passed away.  

One of his most popular songs was The Gambler. The chorus of that song goes something like this. You 

gotta know when to hold them, know when to fold them, know when to walk away, know when to run, 

you never count your money while sittin at the table. There’ll be time enough for counting when the 

dealins done. I was talking with Kaelan, my grandson about this song and I said there is a message in 

there somewhere. As I thought about it this is what rolled around in this crazy brain of mine.  

Know when to hold them is advice we can use to help us determine what activities and or projects we 

should continue as they relate to the life of the church. Is what we have done in the past still effective 

for moving the church into the future?  



Know when to foldem. God calls us to action and He also let’s us know when a project he has called us 

to has run, has run its course. As we listen and learn from His leadership he will tell us when it is time to 

foldem and move forward with a new project. Know when to walk away, know when to run. There are 

sometimes when God’s leadership guides us into letting go of a project or a program slowly as not to 

bring harm. Then there are other times when we are led to complete or end a project or program 

quickly because it is no longer useful or producing fruit.  

You never count your money when you are sitting at the table. There’ll be time enough for counting 

when the dealins done. In relating the word money to blessings, we Christians thank God regularly for 

our blessings. We are provided for in so many ways, but we too can be blessings for others in need. 

When we provide a shoulder for someone to cry on or a nonjudgemental ear, or provide for a physical 

need that someone may have… those are the cards or blessings that we are dealin out for others. Those 

are the blessings we don’t need to count or make known while we are still playing in this game of life. 

Matthew 6:1-4; do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be 

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. We do not need to keep track of the 

blessings we are being. God will be counting our blessings and He will be rewarding us when we enter 

into life eternal.  

So my brothers and sisters in Christ, I pray that this pastor’s page will give you some food for thought as 

we move into the future and plan what and how Calvary Church will participate in the rest of the game 

in which God has called us to play. What cards can we let go, do we need a couple new ones and which 

ones should we hold onto.  

Please participate in our church by sending us your thoughts, ideas and suggestions either by email to 

calvaryum@comcast.net or by letter to 220 W. Burke St. Martinsburg, WV 25401.  

In Christ’s service,  

Pastor Lynn 


